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Human rights and cconomics ure the concepts Ilat have contributed the most 10
froe human kind, the former from feur and the later fram want Consequently,
they should he complementing rather than competing. Unforunately it docs not
weem o be the case. In this book Manuel Couret Branco shows how muinsireanm
economics discourse i intrinsicully opposed 1o the promotion of human nghts,
especially economic, social and cultural rights,

Considering 4 vuriely of issues, this book looks at the conflict betwieon ccu-
nomics and hurman rights at o theoretical Tevel, how economics is opposed o the
right to wiork; how economics, being a science concemed with the provision of
goods and services for commercial purposes, conflicts with the idea of providing
{hose same goods and serviees as rights, using as cxamples the nght o water
and the right 1o secial security; the epposition of econnmmcs to cultural freedom,
supported by the argument that cennomics tends o homogenize culturcs on the
basis of the idea that there is anly one best culture tw Tulfil ecomomic objectives;
lhinw economics contributes 1o the erosion of the democratic iden; and. finally,
the oppesition of economic globalization to demooracy’.

The muin conclusion f the buok is that enhancing human rights in the glohal
coonumy cra demands u radical transformation of econnmics aml of the economy.
This trunsformation should be characterized by reinstaling the primacy of the
person over the economy. by replacing cconomics at the service of human
dignity. Ome of the aspects of this transformation concerns the need for 4 demo
cratic control of the market. This democratic control means that people aifected
by cconumic decisions should be able to participate n the muking of those
decisions. In other words, the hook proposes the recognition of sconomics as
cssentially a political scicnee, ani, thereby, the rehubilitation of politics within
eounomics discourse.

Economic theoncians and acsdemics concemed with human rights will find
this book an excellent contribution tu the debate and it will also be of consider-
able interest 1o students and Tesearchers engaged with development and under-
development: democracy; cultural freedom and economic globalization,
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