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Ever since the Berlin conference of 1883, whichgReh’s King Leopold Il called “the
sharing of Africa’s cake,” the West has assumedusikee rights over sub-Saharan
Africa. But, while centuries of struggle to endauilbl rule and apartheid have not
changed this much, now Western influence is belralenged by China, which
likewise covets Africa’s rich reserves of minerafgl resources.

China is winning goodwill across the continent Bgging into shared anti-colonial
resentments — and by treating the continent sdyiolibe next meeting, later this year,
of the China-Africa Cooperation Forum (CACF), efisdied to promote trade and
investment, will include 46 African heads of statlmng with China’s leaders. In any
case, Chinese President Hu Jintao, Vice Presidamy Quinghong, and Prime Minister
Wen Jiabao visit the continent regularly.

China’s moves to strengthen its African ties hdweéd objectives: to consolidate secure
energy and mineral supplies, to curtail Taiwanflugnce on the continent (which
harbours six of the 26 countries with which it mains full diplomatic relations), and

to augment China’s burgeoning global authority.

China has invested billions of dollars in Africaihmroduction, mining, transportation,
electricity production and transmission, telecomioations, and other infrastructure. In
2004 alone, China’s foreign direct investment imi¢€ represented $900 million of the
continent’s $15 billion total.

For example, Chinese representatives disbursedsaBa3 billion to acquire a 45%
stake in one of Nigeria’s offshore oil fields amdmised to invest an additional $2.25
billion in develop the reserves. Angola, which emtlty exports 25% of its oil
production to China, was granted a $2 billion lcaexchange for a contract to supply
China 10,000 barrels of oil per day.

Sudan, which supplies 7% of China’s total oil intgphas benefited from the largest
Chinese investments. The China National Petroleonp&@ation holds a 40% stake in
the Greater Nile Petroleum Company and has inveé3ddlllion in refinery and



pipeline construction. Moreover, 4,000 Chinese Rebjberation Army troops are
deployed in southern Sudan guarding an oil pipeline

Trade figures tell a similar story of growing inflice. Sino-African trade grew by
700% during the 1990’s, doubled from 2000 to 2@03%18.5 billion, and then jumped
to $32.2 billion in the first 10 months of 2005. ¢hrade and investment ties with
China helped boost the continent’s overall econaynievth to a record-high 5.2% in
2005, China also cancelled $10 billion in bilatetabts from African countries.

Yet closer relations have brought controversy. @fni countries have become large
buyers of Chinese weapons and military equipmergolunstable a continent, one
saturated with weaponry, pouring in more guns iglligavelcome. Yet, as Chinese
Deputy Foreign Minister Zhou Wenzhong put it, “Buess is business, and China
separates business from politics.”

Of perhaps greater long-term worry is the supgwat China providesor Africa’s
authoritarian rulers. Economic growth without sbgiatice merely prolongs the denial
of decent living conditions to the majority of Add’s people for the benefit of a tiny
rich minority.

The fact that China, within a decade, has overlib@feca’s balance of power,
relegating the US and the UK to third and fourthgel and challenging France for first
place as the continent’s main economic and comigrartner, has irked these
competitors. France has stepped up its monitoririghina’s African activities. To tie
Europe closer to Africa, British Prime Minister ToBlair even proposed eliminating
the European Union’s agricultural subsidies underGommon Agricultural Policy.

Africa is the world’s only remaining “soft target’here outside powers can battle it out
for access to mineral resources. But the last tAiinga needs is to be a battleground in
an economic and political war. As Africans knownfrpast experience, countries have
no friends, but only interests.

The ongoing Darfur conflict illustrates the probleDespite its declared commitment to
non-interference, China’s interests in Sudanesiengily otherwise. Thus, China
threatens to veto any resolution of the United dfetiSecurity Council that might
impose sanctions against the Arab ruling clashén3udanese government, whose
troops and government-allied militias are perpatgajenocide against Sudan’s black
citizens, using Chinese-made helicopter gunshipedat airstrips maintained by
Chinese oil companies.

Until China sees its economic interests in Afrisaiad to the continent’s political
development, such horrors will continue. Africatbromy may grow, but Africans will
continue to suffer.
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